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St. Edward’s Shrine. Westminster Abbey is the most 
famous, as well as one of the most beautiful, ecclesiastical 
buildings in London. It was founded by Edward the 
Confessor, and reconstructed in the reign of Henry III. 
Behind the High Altar is the shrine of the founder, 
first erected by Henry II. in 1163, and reconstructed by 
Henry III. In the niches of the side of this shrine sick 
persons used to crouch all night in order to be cured of 
their diseases by contact with the saint’s coffin. 
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